Learning English through Poems and Songs


Song Lyrics Reading and Writing
Teacher’s Notes
Introduction
The principal rationale for these song lessons is the development of English song appreciation skills. It is important then that the teacher select songs for the class to listen to. Clearly, there are so many songs in the world and such different musical tastes that these materials cannot begin to list the most suitable songs. Probably a diversity of soft pop, rock, hip hop, folk and traditional will please most. Some types of songs, although popular, are either unsuitable for the classroom because of their content (most RAP) or do not offer easy to follow lyrics (heavy metal). 
Having chosen the songs, the teacher will need to prepare worksheets. The lyrics of almost all songs can easily be found on the Internet. The lines of the song can be disarranged and the students asked to number the lines in the correct order. Cloze versions can be developed emphasising different points of vocabulary or grammar. More sophisticated lyrics can give opportunities for comprehension and consideration of themes.
The following webpages contain some examples and suggest types of worksheets:

http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/popsongs/index.htm
http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/music-singsongs.htm#meadow
In the examples in this unit, songs are used as a starting point from which to explore idioms, imagery and abbreviations. Students are also encouraged to give their personal responses to the songs where appropriate. It is hoped that the worksheets will be an inspiration to teachers to create their own.

Some lyrics and recordings of songs are available in The Learning and Teaching of Poetry (Senior Secondary): A Resource Package:

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” (page 34; Track 12)

“Luka” (page 60; Track 23)

“Memory” (page 76; Track 29)

“Over the Rainbow” (page 78; Track 30)

To give a general introduction to this unit, the teacher can ask students to discuss and compile a list of the major themes to be found in popular songs. The class can then move on to the individual songs and their activities.

“I Remember It Well” 
Learning Activity 1 (15 minutes)
Speaking
There are no fixed answers to the questions in this activity. Students should be encouraged to freely express and explain their views. 

Learning Activity 2 (40 minutes)
Listening, Reading and Writing
Suggested answers:

	1.
	(a) 
	At eight on Monday evening in June.

	
	(b) 
	Probably at a place they often meet.

	
	(c) 
	They dined together and the man walked the lady home.


2. Students’ own answers.
3. French (an accent regarded as romantic by the British).
4. Light, amusing, comic, ironic, cynical, etc.
5. No, because that would be unsuitable as their memories are so different.
6. Maybe he is old and has lost his memory, he is remembering a different love affair or that he has had so many love affairs his memories are confused (though it is possible that the woman is the one who is misremembering).
	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students:
You might like to make sure students understand the meaning of “rendezvous” in the lyrics before they attempt the questions in Learning Activity 2. The word may refer to an arrangement to meet (often for romantic purposes) or a place where two or more people usually like to meet.
For consolidation and extension of the vocabulary used in the lyrics, you may ask students to work on the following activity.

Vocabulary work

1. Think of one word for being on time.

2. Do you know the origin of the names of the months March, July, August and October?
3. Complete the table by filling in the correct names for countries and nationalities.
Russia

Russian

Spain

England

English

Vietnam

Danish

Iraq

Thailand

Norwegian

Suggested answers:

1. “Punctual”.
2. March: Mars, god of war; July: Julius Caesar, a Roman general; August: Roman emperor Augustus; October was once the eighth month before July and August were added to the calendar.
Russia

Russian

Spain

Spanish

England

English

Vietnam

Vietnamese

Denmark

Danish

Iraq

Iraqi

Thailand

Thai

Norway

Norwegian




	For more advanced students:
Students could be challenged with the additional activity below on composing an extra verse for the song:

In composing the lyrics for a song in English, the number of syllables in each phrase needs to match the rhythm and melody (that is the musical notes) of the phrase. Here is the pattern of some of the verses of the song:
Character A
Character B
4 syllables
contradictory 4 syllables
We met at nine 

I was on time
We met at eight

No, you were late
(a) Can you identify another verse from the song using the same pattern?
(b) Here is an extra verse: 
You had roses. 

I kissed your cheek.

It was tulips.
It was my lips.
Ah yes! I remember it well

Write a verse of your own.
Suggested answers:

Character A
Character B
4 syllables
contradictory 4 syllables
We dined with friends

A tenor sang
We dined alone

A baritone
That carriage ride

You lost a glove

You walked me home

I lost a comb

That brilliant sky

Those Russian songs

We had some rain

From sunny Spain

(a) Students’ own answers. You might like to invite some students to share with the class their ideas and give them feedback for improvement.



 “Kung Fu Fightin’”
Learning Activity 1 (20 minutes)
Speaking and Reading
In this activity, students discuss kung fu, or Chinese martial arts, and Western attitudes to it, mostly gained from action movies and the life of Bruce Lee, whose picture could be used to introduce the lesson and set the mood. Teachers may also remind students of more recent figures such as Jackie Chan, Sammo Hung and Donnie Yen to help them to brainstorm ideas.

Suggested answers:

1. Kung fu is a traditional kind of sport mainly for fighting, self-defense and health. Westerners usually find it fascinating and it is often associated with their impression of traditional Chinese. Words often used when talking about kung fu include chop, kick, quick, strong, muscles, strength, speed, etc.

	2. 
	Some possible answers are:

	
	ace:
	excellent

	
	cheesy:
	of cheap quality or in poor style

	
	freebie:
	something free of charge

	
	
	


More slang words and expressions are available at the following websites:

http://www.englishdaily626.com/slang.php
http://www.peevish.co.uk/slang/index.htm
	3. 
	expert timing
	–
	doing something at the right moment

	
	chop
	–
	a sharp downward hand movement

	
	hip
	–
	top of the leg

	
	skip
	–
	a light jump

	
	make a stand
	–
	prepare to fight, refuse to leave

	
	swaying
	–
	moving from side to side


	4. 
	(a)
	chop

	
	(b)
	make a stand

	
	(c)
	skip

	
	(d)
	expert timing

	
	(e)
	swaying

	
	(f)
	hip


Learning Activity 2 (30 minutes)
Listening, Reading and Speaking

Suggested answers:
1. The song describes a street fight in which some Chinese impress the others with their kung fu skills (chops, kicks, feints, etc). The speaker admits he is scared by it, but also finds it exciting.
2. The music is dramatic and suggests sudden sharp movement. There is a slight Asian feel to it.
3. Students’ own answers. Celebrities who might have contributed to the image include Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan, Sammo Hung, etc.
4. Students’ own answers. It is possible that other Chinese consider Hong Kong people efficient, liberal, money-minded, fashionable, etc.
	Catering for Learner Diversity
In the song, the expression “as fast as lightning” is used to show that the kung fu fighters’ actions are very fast. Similar “as x as y” expressions are commonly used in English. You might like to stretch the interested or more advanced students with the activity, “Quick Quiz: ‘As X as Y’ Expressions”, in the Supplementary Materials Section (pages T74 to T75). 
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